
The ALC Winter Friends and Family Show, which opens 
Sunday, Dec. 11, will include a solo show featuring the 
paintings of Monique Hendricks, as well as an exhibition of 
artwork by the general membership and invited guests. 

The opening reception for both the membership show and 
the Lundt-Glover Gallery show, “Before and After the 
Operation: The Evolving Art of Monique Hendricks,” will be 
held from 2 to 4 p.m. in the Chatham Township Municipal 
Building.  

The league will also 
host a holiday boutique 
at the reception. 
Members will be 
showing and selling 
cards, prints, mugs, 
Christmas ornaments, 
beaded jewelry, and 
books. (See page 4 for 
details.) Philla Barkhorn 
will give a 
demonstration on 
drawing eyes. 

The show, which 
runs until March 7, is a 
once-a-year opportunity 
for members to invite 
friends or family 
members to exhibit 
artwork as guests. 

Each member may 
invite two friends or family members, who are each allowed to 
enter two pieces of their work. 

News 
Fall  2016

Upcoming Shows 

Chatham Township 
Municipal Building  
58 Meyersville Road 

Winter 
Reception 
Sunday, Dec. 11 
2-4 p.m.  
Receiving 
Tuesday, Dec. 6  
1-2:30 p.m.  

Spring 
Reception  
Friday, March  10  
6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Receiving  
Tuesday, March 7 
1-2:30 p.m. 

Winter Show to Include 
Boutique and Solo Show 

“Penguin,” an acrylic painting by Monique 
Hendricks, represents her “pre-op” style. 
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Getting Her Mojo Back

Artwork for the show will be received at the municipal building on Tuesday, Dec. 6, from 1 
to 2:30 p.m.  

“Baboon, Deep in Thought” represents a turning point in the painting style of Monique 
Hendricks after her surgery last year.

Monique was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease 10 years ago. “Before and After the 
Operation: The Evolving Art of Monique Hendricks,” features 45 paintings that show the 
transformation of her art after undergoing DBS (Deep Brain Stimulation), a delicate 
neurosurgical procedure, a year ago. 

A fellow artist described her current style as “abstract with an edge,” which is in contrast 
with her figurative, minimalist renderings of animals prior to the operation. 

For several weeks after the surgery, Monique felt a lack of energy and inspiration. When she 
finally sat down in front of a blank canvas, she was unhappy with the results. “Did I lose my 
mojo?” she wondered. She tried different approaches: mixed media, mosaic, paper. 

“And then, out of the deepest recesses of my soul, came a painting I did not initially 
recognize as my own,” she said. “Baboon, Deep in Thought” is the painting in question. “It took 
my breath away,” she continued. “That’s when I knew I hadn’t lost my mojo. Or maybe I had, 
but I got it back.” 

http://www.artleagueofthechathams.org
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“Artistically speaking, ‘Baboon,’ created five months after the operation, represented a turning 
point in my recovery,” Monique said. “Now I was itching to experiment with form, color, and texture. 
As predicted, the style that emerged was completely different not only from what I was producing pre-
op, but also from anything I have ever done. In contrast to my minimalist animals, my abstracts are 
layered and not easy to decipher, since few of them are based on mere geometry.” 

Year ago, when she 
first started to paint, 
Monique focused on 
simple shapes—lots of 
circles and triangles with 
intersecting lines—in 
primary colors, set 
against the white of the 
canvas. “I was a big fan 
of Calder in those days 
and tried to emulate the 
simplicity of his 
designs,” she said. 

Now the primary 
colors and simple shapes 
are gone. In her new 
abstract paintings, “I 
can’t give a name to the 
array of shades and hues I 
create,” she said. “It’s 
precisely when I realize 
how much I like a 
particular blend that I 
know the painting is done—more or less. I am still a color fiend, but perhaps a bit more subtle.” 

Monique calls her latest work semi-abstract. “At first glance it seems totally abstract,” she said, 
“but if you linger you can detect a form, a figurative reference of some sort–and it need not be what I 
see, i.e., what I based my title on, or what the next person sees. It is enough that you see something in 
the painting that speaks to you, whatever that may be.” 

Monique’s exhibit is divided into three parts: Minimalist Animals, acrylic on paper, 2015 (pre-op); 
Transition to Abstract, acrylic on paper, early 2016 (post-op); and Embracing Abstraction, acrylic on 
paper and on canvas (most recent). 

To learn more about the transformation of Monique’s art and her experience with DBS, which was 
undertaken to decrease her symptoms, view her blog post at: http://www.crossculturaltidings.com/
2016/06/09/post-op-what-brain-surgery-did-for-me/  

Born and raised in Switzerland, Monique lived in Germany, England, Belgium, and Iceland before 
settling in the United States, and is fluent in several languages. This is her second solo show with the 
art league.

“The Prison of Our Desires,” by Monique Hendricks, is one of the acrylic paintings 
in her upcoming solo show in the Lundt-Glover Gallery.

http://www.artleagueofthechathams.org
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The holiday boutique during the opening reception of the ALC Winter Friends and Family 
Show Sunday, Dec. 11, will include the following league members: 
Helena Axelrod will be selling beaded jewelry, small giclees, and 
cards. 
Philla Barkhorn will be selling cards and small paintings. She also 
will give a demonstration on drawing 
eyes in charcoal. (See related article 
below.) 
Deborah Fennelly will be selling 
Christmas ornaments.  
Celeste Fondaco will be selling 

notecards, mugs, and ceramics. 
Ann Frommer will be selling her 

cookbook, “Annie Cooks: Family Favorites for the Lactose-
Intolerant,” which features her photographs of the recipes. 
She  will also have copies of  “Tailgunner: R3,” one of her 
novels coauthored with Vic Merkel.  
Joanne Petuchovas will be selling hand-constructed cards. 
Magdalene Urbankova will be selling cards and showing 
children’s art projects from art workshops she developed for 
children in the Czech Parents group she belongs to. Each project is part of a lesson on a 
particular artist’s life and work. 

Ann Frommer’s cookbook 
features her photographs.

Beaded necklace by 
Helena Axelrod.

Holiday Boutique: Cards, Prints, Books, 
Jewelry, Ornaments, and more  

Philla Barkhorn will be giving a lunchtime demonstration 
on how to draw the eye in charcoal at Chatham High 
School on Wednesday, Nov. 16.  
Using mid-tone gray paper, she will instruct students on 
how to see shadow shapes and represent them graphically 
utilizing pan pastel. They will then indicate the lights using 
an eraser, refining shapes as they go. Charcoal pencils will 
come into play to restate lines and add detail. Lastly, they 
will add white charcoal to show areas of light as well as the 

highlights. Philla’s goal is to teach students how to show form using these simple tools.  
Philla, who is the league’s CHS liaison, will be volunteering her time. 
The league sponsors a scholarship each year to a CHS graduating senior who will continue to 
pursue art. It has also cosponsored workshops at the high school in the past.

Drawing Demo Set at CHS

Charcoal drawing by Philla Barkhorn.

http://www.artleagueofthechathams.org
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Visit the New Website
Go to www.artleagueofthechathams.org to visit the 
league’s recently redesigned website and view 
members’ artwork, biographies, and links to personal 
websites. Check the news on upcoming events and see 
photos from recent gatherings. 
If you’d like to add images of your artwork or a 
biography to a personal page, send them to 
Magdalena Urbankova at mu@urbanek.info.

Board Members 

President 
Magdalena Urbankova 

Secretary  
Open 

Treasurer 
John Howlett 

Open Positions 
Several  important ALC 
positions need to be 
filled. If  you could 
volunteer  to  be 
Secretary or Treasurer, 
please contact Magdalena 
Urbankova at
mu@urbanek.info. 

New Chairs 
The ALC has two new 
committee chairs: 
Harriet Kushins will be 
Publicity Committee 
chair and Lidia Bendelic 
will head the  Programs & 
Workshops Committee.

The membership renewal date has been changed to 
coincide with the calendar year, thus making it 
easier to remember when payment is due.  
The dues for the coming year are due in 
November/December. 
The membership is $20 for individuals and $30 for 
a couple or family. 
 Please make a check payable to ALC and send it 
to Ellie Culver, 28 Lexington Court, Chatham, NJ 
07928.

New Deadline for Dues

Late Spring Show Added 
The ALC will hold a small additional show for 

members at Cafe Beethoven on Main Street in 
Chatham. It is tentatively scheduled for June 2017. 

Because of space restrictions, the exhibit will be 
limited to about 25 pieces, according to Rosemary 
Howlett, ALC chair of exhibits and the league 
member in charge of the show. 

In addition to its regularly scheduled shows at the 
Chatham Township Municipal Building this year, the 
league held a show at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum in 
May.   

It plans to hold another show at the arboretum in 
May 2018. 

http://www.artleagueofthechathams.org
http://www.artleagueofthechathams.org
http://www.artleagueofthechathams.org
mailto:mu@urbanek.info
mailto:mu@urbanek.info
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Member News

Ellie Culver and Colleen Kirton sold 17 
pieces at their mother-daughter show in the 
Lundt-Glover Gallery during the opening 
reception of the ALC Fall Show. The artwork 
sold included “The Dunes,” “Irish Cottage,” 
“Taos Pueblo,” “Hat Stack,” “Bridge in Central 
Park,” “A Walk in the Snow,” “Spring 
Blossoms,” and “Roaming River.” 
Ellie had watercolor, acrylic, and pastel work 
on display, while her daughter, Colleen, 
exhibited photographs. 

“Bridge in Central Park,” a photograph by Colleen Kirton.

“Roaming River,” a watercolor by Ellie Culver.

At the ALC Fall Show:

“A Walk in the Snow,” a photograph by Colleen Kirton.

http://www.artleagueofthechathams.org
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Committee Chairs 
Exhibits 

Chatham Township
Celeste Fondaco
Rosemary Howlett
Hospitality
Alison Hooper
Sharon Remlinger
Membership 
Ellie Culver
Membership 
Directory 
Celeste Fondaco
Publicity 
Harriet Kushins
Programs & 
Workshops 
Lidia Bendelic
CHS Liaison 
Philla Barkhorn
Newsletter Editor
Nancy Kingman
Web Manager 
Helena Axelrod
Lundt/Glover Gallery 
Ann Frommer
Showcase 
Larry Kerner

“Man With Umbrella,” a photograph by Ann Frommer.

After “Man With Umbrella,” a photograph by Ann Frommer, won 
first prize in photography in the Senior Art Show for Morris County 
in May, it was entered in the statewide competition, where it 
recently captured honorable mention.  
Ann’s novel, “Tailgunner:R3,” which she coauthored with Vic 
Merkel, will be available in ebook form this month from 
amazon.com. 
Philla Barkhorn will be selling her paintings, greeting cards, and 
calendars at a new store in Chatham that is opening on Nov. 26. The 
Purple Aardvark at 240 Main Street will feature a collection of 
American crafts, pottery, 
jewelry, art, and homemade 
cards. 
Helena Axelrod will be 
showing three works at the 
West Orange Arts Center from 
Nov. 5 through Dec. 18: a 
collage entitled “Dots and 
Meshes,” and two monotypes, 
“Mother and Son” and 
“Fractured Face.” “Dots and Meshes,” a collage 

by Helena Axelrod.

http://amazon.com
http://www.artleagueofthechathams.org
http://amazon.com
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New Members 
Please welcome our 
newest members:  

 Lidia  Bendelic of 
Dover works in 
photography.

Marie Burns of  New 
Providence works in 
acrylics and 
photography. 

Bob Frommer of  
Chatham, husband of 
league member Ann 
Frommer, works in 
photography. 

Kathy Tatlow of  
Summit works in 
watercolor. 

Meet Us at Meetup 

To get the latest news 
on league events, see 
who is going, and 
view photos of past 
events, go to the ALC 
Meetup site at: 
www.meetup.com/
http-www-
artleagueofthechatha
ms-org/ 

Harriet Kushins has five 
digital photographs in a 
group show, “Celebrating 
Nature” at the Zufall 
Health Center, 18 West 
Blackwell St., Dover, 
through Jan. 27, 2017. 
She also will have two 
digital photographs in a 
group exhibit with a 
holiday tradition theme at 
Gallery U, 439 South Ave. 
West, Westfield. The show 
will run from Dec. 8 
through Jan. 13, 2017. 
At right are her 
photographs “Cider 
Mill” (top) and “Holiday 
Window” (bottom).  

Melanie Sze has posted travel photographs, including those from 
her recent trip to Portugal, on the National Geographic website, 
natgeo.com. To go directly to her portfolio, use the following 
link: http://yourshot.nationalgeographic.com/photos/9155220/ 
The camera settings are listed for each photograph, as well as the 
location, date it was taken, and copyright. 

In addition to the holiday boutique at the art league winter show, 
Joanne Petuchovas will be selling her handmade cards at two 
other venues: The 4th Annual Jewelry & Craft Party on Nov. 19, 
from 3 to 7 p.m., at The Eclectic Chic Boutique, 112 Park St., 
Montclair. (theeclecticchicboutique.com); and the Artisan Gift 
Market on Dec. 3, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Glen Ridge 
Congregational Church,195 Ridgewood Ave., Glen Ridge. 

FrankMcDonough will be performing a cabaret solo show, “You 
& Me,” Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. at Don’t Tell Mama, 343 West 46th St. 
in New York City. Go to www.donttellmamanyc.com for 
reservations. Frank is still at the pottery studio Mudd, Sweat, and 
Tears in New York City, working on geometric rose boxes. 

http://natgeo.com/
http://theeclecticchicboutique.com/
http://natgeo.com/
http://theeclecticchicboutique.com/
http://www.artleagueofthechathams.org
http://www.meetup.com/http-www-artleagueofthechathams-org/
http://www.meetup.com/http-www-artleagueofthechathams-org/
http://www.meetup.com/http-www-artleagueofthechathams-org/
http://www.meetup.com/http-www-artleagueofthechathams-org/
http://www.meetup.com/http-www-artleagueofthechathams-org/
http://www.meetup.com/http-www-artleagueofthechathams-org/
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